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A technical session was conducted by ICAR-Indian Institute of Soybean Research, Indore on
05.09.2020 via online mode to discuss issues related to the recent problems created due to the infestation
of pest and diseases in soybean growing districts of Rajasthan in collaboration with the Department of
Agriculture, Kota Division, Rajasthan with the total participation of 70 officers including a group of
progressive farmers, Senior Agriculture Officers, Kota Agricultural University and scientists of ICAR-
ISR, Indore. At the outset, Dr. Lokesh Kumar Meena, Scientist (Entomology) of the IISR briefly
presented about the major insect pest of soybean, their nature of damage, symptoms along with control
measures. Similarly, Dr. Laxman Singh, Scientist (Plant Pathology) has also given a digital presentation
on major diseases of soybean crop during the current year, their symptoms and control measures.

The technical session was also attended by former Head, Crop Protection Division of ICAR-IISR,
Dr. Amar Nath Sharma who emphasized on importance of adopting the integrated pest management
practices for containing the insect pest infestations and losses due to the disease. In the same session, Dr.
Mrunal Kuchlan, Scientist (Seed Technology) has elaborated about the precise techniques of seed storage
and maintaining seed viability during the storage period.

During the discussion with the officers of Kota Agricultural University and Agriculture
Department , it was brought to the notice that the situation of increased incidence of Stem fly coupled
with favorable weather caused due to a long dry spell before heavy raining in the region lead to
developing a water logging situation which made the development of fungal diseases like Anthracnose
and Rhizoctonia Aerial Blight (RAB) severely infected and destroyed the soybean variety JS 95-60 which
is popularly grown by majority of farmers of the region. During the session, it was informed by the
officers of Department of Agriculture, Rajasthan that most of the farmers are growing soybean crop at 30
cm row to row spacing with increased seed rate resulting in increased vegetative growth, less branching
facilitating an ideal situation for the growth of Stem fly and heavy crop losses. Considering the overall
situation, Dr. Nita Khandekar, Director, ICAR-Indian Institute of Soybean Research has stressed the need
of promoting the recommended package of agronomical practices as suggested by soybean R&D System.
The program has conducted by Dr. Mahaveer Prasad Sharma, Head of the Crop Protection division and

ended with the vote of thank proposed by Dr. Laxman Singh.



